NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (NITDA) 

NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY. 
The Federal Executive Council approved a National IT Policy in March 2001 and the implementation started in April with the establishment of NITDA, charged with the implementation responsibility. The Policy recognised the Private Sector as the driving engine of the IT Sector. NITDA is to enter into strategic alliance, collaboration and joint venture with the Private Sector for the actualisation of the IT vision, which is to make Nigeria an IT capable country as well as using IT as an engine for sustainable development and global competitiveness. It is also to be used for education, job creation, wealth creation, poverty eradication and global competitiveness. 

Emphasis is to be laid on development of National Information Infrastructure backbone (NIIB) as well as the Human Resources Development. In addition, Information Technology Parks are to be developed in Abuja and in each of the six geo-political zones. 

SOME STRATEGIES 
· Establishing a coordinated programme for the development of a National Information Infrastructure (NII), State Information Infrastructure (SII), Local Information Infrastructure (LII) backbone by using emerging technologies such as satellite including VSAT, fibre optic networks, high-speed gateways and broad band/multimedia technologies. 

· Utilising IT opportunities to restructure Government, citizens and Business interfaces for better governance, improved trade and commerce and administrative effectiveness. 

Empowering the labour force with IT skills and improving Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs) productivity. 

